
TABLE OF CONTENTS

Preface by Professor Don Wallace, Jr. • xiii

Foreword by Professor Toni M. Fine • xiv

Introduction • xvi

Notes for Users of this Book • xix

A Special Note for Instructors • xxiii

Acknowledgments • xxiv

About the Author • xxvii

Part 1
Basics

Lesson 1: Introductions and Small Talk 3

A. Sample Dialogues • 4

B. Introductions • 16

C. Comparison Exercise • 19

D. Interviewing Exercise and Interview Form • 20

E. Narrative Introduction • 23

F. Language Questionnaire • 24

G. Useful Phrases • 28

Lesson 2: General Terms 31

A. A Quick Overview of the State and Federal Court System • 34

B. Understanding the Basic Steps of a Civil Court Action • 35

C. Build Your Legal Vocabulary • 47

D. Exercise Answers • 50

E. Sentence Drafting Exercise • 56

F. A Quick Guide to Some Helpful Symbols for Taking Notes • 57

G. Further Overview of the State and Federal Court System • 59

1. Jury Trials • 59

2. Sample for a Particular Jurisdiction: Chicago, Illinois • 60

V



3. Sample foraParticularJurisdiction: Washington, D.C. • 61

4. Sample for a Particular Jurisdiction: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania • 62

5. Sample for a Particular JLlrisdiction: New York, New York • 63

Lesson 3: Around the Law School 65

A. Background Reading • 67

B. Build Your Legal Vocabulary • 71

C. Exercise Answers • 74

D. Sentence Completion Exercises • 79

E. Selecting Courses from the Law School Catalog • 83

Lesson 4: The Legal Profession in the United States and the United Kingdom 97

A. The United States • 97

B. The United Kingdom • 104

C. Law Firms • 106

D. How Do Lawyers Get Paid? • 107

E. Chapter Exercises • 110

Lesson 5: Short Exercises 111

A. Tdentifving Areas of Law • 111

B. 1dentifying and Correcting Errors • 115

C. Forming Plurals • 120

D. Changing Sentences (to Negatives) • 122

Lesson 6: Contracts 125

A. Build Your Legal Vocabulary • 128

B. Exercise Answers • 131

C. How the Public Understands the “Statute of Frauds” • 138

D. Sentence Editing Exercise • 139

E. Sentence Drafting Exercise • 141

Lesson 7: Briefing Cases 143

A. Case Brief Practice: Woody. Lucy, Lady DzfJGordon • 144

B. Sample Case Briefing Form • 146

Lesson 8: Using Print and Electronic News Sources to Learn About the Law 149

vi



Lesson 9: Constitutional Law.157

A. Background Reading • 158

B. Build Your Legal Vocabulary • 172

C. Exercise Answers • 175

D. Sentence Completion Exercise: Articles • 180

E. Sentence Drafting Exercise • 181

Lesson 10: Public Speaking Exercises 183

A. Patrick Henry, “Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death!” • 184

B. Franklin Delano Roosevelt, “The Four Freedoms” • 188

C. Abraham Lincoln: The Gettysburg Address • 194

D. Barack Obama: “This is the Moment” • 196

Lesson 11: Torts 205

A. Build Your Legal Vocabulary • 208

B. Exercise Answers • 211

C. Sentence Drafting Exercise • 216

D. Case Practice: Palsgrafv. Long Island Ry. Co. • 217

Lesson 12: Civil Procedure 223

A. Build Your Legal Vocabulary • 225

B. Exercise Answers • 228

C. Sentence Drafting Exercises • 234

D. Case Exercise: Forum Non Conveniens • 235

E. Questions about the Sinocheni Case • 240

F. Sentence Editing Exercises • 241

Lesson 13: Criminal Law and Procedure 243

A. Build Your Legal Vocabulary • 245

B. Exercise Answers • 248 V

C. Reading Federal Criminal Statutes • 253

D. Case Practice: United Stares v. Tatoyan • 255

E. Questions About United States v. Tatoyan • 266

Lesson 14: Review of Vocabulary Terms 267

vii



Part 2
Beyond Basics

Lesson 15: Short Essay Questions 287

A. Are There Too Many Lawyers? • 288

B. Should We Elect Judges? • 289

C. Interpreting a Warranty • 290

D. What Did Gandhi Think About the Practice of Law? • 291

Lesson 16: Plain Language 295

A. Plain Language in Government Writing • 296

B. Plain Language Suggestions • 298

Lesson 17: Understanding Legal Citations 307

A. How to Read a Case Citation • 307

B. Subsequent Case History • 310

C. Parentheticals • 310

D. Parallel Citations • 311

E. The Functions of Legal Citation • 312

F. Review Questions • 315

G. Editing Exercises • 317

H. Understanding “Id.” • 320

I. Using “Id.” with Parallel Citations • 322

J. Short Cites • 323

Lesson 18: Writing About Facts 325

Lesson 19: Cyberspace and Bad Legal Writing 329

Lesson 20: Writing Letters and Email Messages 333

Lesson 21: Law Office Memoranda 349

viii



A. A Memorandum on How to Write Memoranda • 349

B. A Brief Introduction to “IRAC” • 356

C. A Sample of”IREAAC” • 358

Lesson 22: Sample Memorandum: Foreign Legal Consultants 361

Lesson 23: Sample Moot Court Brief 367

Lesson 24: Legal Research Review Quiz 379

Appendices

Appendix A U.S. Constitution • 387

Appendix B The Declaration of Independence • 407

ix


